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Abstract An ab initio molecular dynamics simulations
have been carried out for the dissociative recombination
reaction of the deuterium-substituted hydronium cation,
HD2O+ + e−, at the state-averaged multiconfigurational
self-consistent field level. In the present simulations, five
electronic states of HD2O were included explicitly, and non-
adiabatic transitions among adiabatic electronic states were
taken into account by the Tully’s fewest switches algorithm. It
is shown that the dominant products, OD + D + H, were gen-
erated in 63% of trajectories, while the products, OH + 2D,
were generated in only 11% of trajectories, indicating that
the release of a light fragment H is favored over the release
of a heavy fragment D. This result is in conformity with
the observation that there is a larger amount of deuterium
substituted species than the non-substituted species in the
interstellar space.
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1 Introduction

Recent developments in computational performance for the
last decade make it possible to combine ab initio electronic
structure calculations with dynamics. In 1995, an option of ab
initio molecular dynamics code (referred to as DRC) has been
implemented in the ab initio program package, GAMESS [1].
This method was applied to several polyatomic reactions, in
which the trajectories were analyzed in terms of normal coor-
dinates of the molecule [2–5], or in terms of reaction coordi-
nate and curvature coordinate [6,7]. This option enables one
to carry out classical trajectory simulations for any molecular
system in the electronic ground state, based on the energy gra-
dients evaluated by ab initio molecular orbital calculations.
The advantage of this approach is no requirement of poten-
tial energy functions in advance, while the disadvantage may
be a huge computational cost compared to the conventional
trajectory calculations using potential functions. Owing to
the growth of performance of computer resources, however,
the number of applications of this approach increases year
by year, and it is now feasible to do direct trajectory sim-
ulations in the electronic ground state. The next stage may
be to develop an ab initio molecular dynamics method for
electronic excited states. In order to perform a trajectory
simulation in electronic excited states, the energy gradients
on the excited potential energy surface need to be evalu-
ated. In general, a multiconfigurational self-consistent field
(MCSCF) wavefunction is required to describe electronic
excited states. Also, if one considers the possibility of non-
adiabatic transitions between two adiabatic states, the state-
averaged MCSCF (SA-MCSCF) wavefunctions, or higher
ab initio multireference theory, should be employed. Very
recently we have developed a program code for ab initio
molecular dynamics simulations in the electronic excited
states, including Tully’s surface hopping algorithm [8]. This
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code was successfully applied to the dissociative recombina-
tion (DR) reactions of HCNH+ + e− [9] and of H3O+ + e−
[10] by the SA-MCSCF method.

The DR reaction is a combination of an electron and a
positive molecular ion, which is followed by the dissocia-
tion into neutral molecules. Through the DR reactions, poly-
atomic ions dissociate into different combinations of neutral
atoms/molecules, and the study of the branching ratios of the
DR reaction will help to understand the chemical evolution
in interstellar clouds [11–13]. The possible mechanism to
generate the water molecule in interstellar clouds is the DR
reaction of H3O+ with electrons [14–17]. Jensen et al. [19]
investigated the branching ratios of the dissociative prod-
ucts from this reaction by using the heavy-ion storage ring
ASTRID, and reported the following ratio [18]:

H3O+ + e− →

⎧
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

OH + 2H (0.60)

H2O + H (0.25)

OH + H2 (0.14)

O + H2 + H (0.013)

(1)

This branching ratio was deduced from the collision with
zero relative energy of H3O+ and a colliding electron. In ab
initio molecular dynamics simulations for this DR reaction
[10], the experimental branching ratios are reproduced qual-
itatively, although the rates of H2O + H and OH + H2 are
relatively small compared to the experimental ones.

In interstellar clouds, the relative ratio of abundances of
singly-deuterated species to that of non-deuterated species is
observed to be on the order of 0.01–0.1 for several molecu-
lar species [20], which is much larger than the total cosmic
abundance ratio of deuterium to hydrogen, 1 × 10−5 [21].
This observation indicates that the chemistry of interstellar
clouds favors the formation of deuterated molecular species.
Therefore, it is very interesting to examine the isotope effects
on the branching ratios of dissociative products from the DR
reactions. Jensen et al. [19] reported the branching ratio from
the DR reaction of deuterated species, HD2O+, as follows:

HD2O+ + e− →

⎧
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

OD + D + H (0.42)

D2O + H (0.15)

OH + 2D (0.13)

HDO + D (0.13)

OD + HD (0.13)

OH + D2 (0.03)

O + HD + D (0.01)

O + D2 + H (0.00)

(2)

As is shown here, there are much more fragmentation chan-
nels than the non-substituted reaction in Eq. (1), and the
branching ratio of OD + D + H and OH + 2D shows that the
release of a lighter fragment (H) is favored over the release of

a heavier fragment (D). Based on a simple classical model, it
was argued that if two electronically equivalent dissociation
pathways that lead to different dissociation channels exist,
pure kinetics tends to favor release of the lighter fragment.
In addition, when dissociating along the pathway leading to
release of lighter fragment, the neutral system has less time
to decay by autoionization and hence a higher probability for
completing the DR process [19].

In the present study, we apply the ab initio molecular
dynamics method to the DR reaction of HD2O+ + e−, to
investigate the isotope effect in the DR reaction, and also
to examine the reaction mechanism and the tendency in the
branching ratio.

2 Energy diagram for DR reaction: H3O+ + e−

First we need to investigate an energy diagram for the DR
reaction of HD2O+ + e− to grasp the possible reaction path-
ways through electronic excited states, and also to check the
accuracy of the ab initio methods employed in dynamics sim-
ulations. As is described in the introduction, we already per-
formed similar calculations for H3O++e− [10], and verified
the accuracy of the method. Here we give a brief description
as to ab initio electronic structure methods, and show the
energy diagram for the DR reaction of H3O+ + e−. The adi-
abatic potential energy surfaces are of course independent of
atomic masses, and the energy diagram for HD2O+ + e− is
the same as that for H3O+ + e−.

The energy diagram has been derived by the SA-MCSCF
and following multireference Rayleigh–Schrödinger pertur-
bation theory with contraction (RS2C) [22] methods for the
ground and excited states of H3O and the dissociative prod-
ucts, OH, H, H2O, H2, and O, using the MOLPRO program
package [23]. Geometry optimization was carried out for
H3O+ in the ground state at the MCSCF/6-311G(d,p) level
with the full valence active space. For the thus optimized
H3O+ geometry (C3v), the energetics were calculated for
the neutral H3O in the ground state (12A1), the first excited
degenerate state (12E), and two Rydberg states (referred to
as 22A1, 32A1) with the 6-311G(d,p) basis sets augmented
with Dunning–Hay’s Rydberg functions of O atom (s type
function with αs = 0.032 and p type function with αp =
0.028) [24] which is referred to as 6-311G(d,p) + Ryd(s,p).
In these SA-MCSCF calculations, the full valence orbitals
plus two Rydberg orbitals of O atom with a1 symmetry (s
and pz orbitals where z-axis is taken as the C3 axis of H3O+)

were included in the active space, and five electronic states
described above (12A1, 12E, 22A1, and 32A1) were equally
averaged. For H2O, OH, and H2, we optimized geometri-
cal structures by the MCSCF/6-311G(d,p) method with the
full valence active space, and calculated the relative ener-
gies. The energy for O(3P) atom was also calculated by
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(three-states-averaged) SA-MCSCF and RS2C methods with
6-311G(d,p) basis sets, while the energy for H atom was set
to an accurate value, −0.5 hartree. The relative energy of
H3O+(X 1A1) and H3O(1 2A1) was evaluated by the state
specific MCSCF and RS2C methods with the full valence
active space and 6-311G(d,p) basis sets.

In the ground state of H3O+, there are three unoccupied
valence orbitals, 4a1 and 2e, which are all anti-bonding
orbitals between O and H atoms. In the valence electronic
states of H3O, an additional electron comes into one of these
unoccupied orbitals of H3O+ : 4a1 is singly occupied in
the 1 2A1 ground state, while 2e is singly occupied in the
12E first-excited state. In SA-MCSCF and RS2C calcula-
tions, pz-type Rydberg orbital is singly occupied in the 2 2A1

Rydberg state, while s-type Rydberg orbital is singly occu-
pied in the 3 2A1 Rydberg state. Figure 1 shows a summary
of relative energies of (a) the related electronic states of
H3O(1 2A1, 1 2E, 2 2A1, 3 2A1) and H3O+(X 1A1), and (b) the
dissociative products, OH + 2H, H2O + H, OH + H2, and
O+H2 +H, at the SA-MCSCF and RS2C levels. The energy
of H3O(1 2A1) at the equilibrium structure of H3O+(X 1A1)

is taken as zero at both the SA-MCSCF and RS2C levels
in Fig. 1a and b. The MCSCF method gives a poor estima-
tion of the relative energy of H3O+ and H3O, i.e., an ioni-
zation potential of H3O, which is estimated as 71 kcal/mol.
The experimental ionization potential is reported as 4.3 eV
(= 99.2 kcal/mol) for H3O [25]. By including dynamical cor-
relation effects in RS2C calculations, the MCSCF energies
of the electronic states of H3O are more lowered than the
MCSCF energy of H3O+, resulting in more accurate energet-
ics: ionization potential of H3O is estimated as 108 kcal/mol
at the RS2C level.
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Fig. 1 Relative energies of a the electronic states of
H3O(1 2A1, 1 2E, 2 2A1, 3 2A1) and H3O+(X1A1), and b the dis-
sociative products, OH + 2H, H2O + H, OH + H2, and O + H2 + H,
at the SA-MCSCF (or MCSCF) and RS2C levels

As shown in Fig. 1, the MCSCF energies are in qualita-
tively agreement with the RS2C energies except for H3O+,
although the RS2C energies for the dissociative products
are higher by 12–26 kcal/mol than the MCSCF energy lev-
els. Taking into account a qualitative agreement between
SA-CASSCF and RS2C relative energies, we employ the SA-
MCSCF method with the 6-311G(d,p) + Ryd(s,p) basis sets
in the succeeding ab initio molecular dynamics simulations.

3 Ab initio molecular dynamics simulations

Ab initio molecular dynamics simulations have been carried
out for the DR reaction of HD2O+ +e−. In the present simu-
lation, the trajectory proceeds on a single adiabatic potential
energy surface (PES), and the surface hopping is invoked
around the nonadiabatic region where two adiabatic PES’s
are close to each other. The atomic positions and veloci-
ties are developed by the Newton equation of motion, while
the electronic degree of freedom is developed by the time-
dependent Schrödinger equation. The forces acting on the
respective atoms are evaluated as the negatives of the energy
gradients of the PES that are determined by ab initio molecu-
lar orbital calculations [2–5]. As the surface-hopping scheme,
we use the Tully’s “fewest switches” algorithm [8].

In the present study we consider five electronic states of
HD2O, i.e., 1 2A, 2 2A, 3 2A, 4 2A, and 5 2A, in C1 point group
where 4 2A and 52A correspond to the Rydberg states. The
electronic wavefunction � is written as a function of time t ,

�(t) = c1(t)�1 + c2(t)�2 + c3(t)�3

+c4(t)�4 + c5(t)�5, (3)

where ck(t) and �k denote the electronic amplitude and
eigenfunction, respectively, for the kth 2A electronic state.
Along the trajectory, the electronic amplitudes are also devel-
oped according to the time-dependent Schrödinger equation
as
⎡

⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

ċ1(t)
ċ2(t)
ċ3(t)
ċ4(t)
ċ5(t)

⎤

⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

=

⎛

⎜
⎜
⎜
⎜
⎜
⎝

V1
i h̄ −v · d12 −v · d13 −v · d14 −v · d15

v · d12
V2
i h̄ −v · d23 −v · d24 −v · d25

v · d13 v · d23
V3
i h̄ −v · d34 −v · d35

v · d14 v · d24 v · d34
V4
i h̄ −v · d45

v · d15 v · d25 v · d35 v · d45
V5
i h̄

⎞

⎟
⎟
⎟
⎟
⎟
⎠

×

⎡

⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

c1(t)
c2(t)
c3(t)
c4(t)
c5(t)

⎤

⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

, (4)

where v denotes atomic velocities, dk j (= 〈�k |∇|� j 〉)
denotes nonadiabatic coupling terms between the kth and j th
electronic states, Vk is the adiabatic potential energy of the
kth electronic state, and h̄ is the Planck’s constant divided
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by 2π . Nonadiabatic coupling terms are calculated by the
SA-MCSCF method at each step. To reduce the computa-
tional cost, only the nonadiabatic coupling terms between
neighboring states, di,i+1, are evaluated, and others are set
to zero. The probability of surface hopping from the kth to the
j th electronic states within the time step of �t are evaluated
from the electronic amplitudes and nonadiabatic coupling
terms as [8],

Pkj (t) = −2Re{(v · dk j )ckc∗
j }�t/|ck |2. (5)

The surface hopping is invoked when Pkj (t) is greater than
a uniform random number generated between 0 and 1. To
conserve the total energy, the energy difference in the adia-
batic potential energy before and after the surface hopping is
converted to the kinetic energy. This conversion is performed
by scaling the component of atomic velocities in the direc-
tion of the nonadiabatic coupling vector in mass-weighted
coordinates.

In the direct trajectory simulations, the SA-MCSCF calcu-
lations were carried out, step by step, in which five 2 A states
are averaged with equal weights, and full-valence plus two
Rydberg orbitals are included in the active space. The energy
gradients and nonadiabatic coupling terms were calculated
analytically by solving the coupled-perturbed multiconfigu-
rational SCF equations for the relevant excited states. Such a
direct trajectory approach requires extensive computational
costs compared to the conventional trajectory simulations
using potential energy functions. In this study, each trajectory
has been run over a time length of up to 100 fs until bond dis-
sociation occurs, with a fixed time step of 0.1 fs. The criteria
for bond dissociations were determined arbitrarily, by check-
ing energy variations along the respective bonds, as follows:

OH + 2H if two r(OH) > 3 Å, the other one r(OH)

< 2 Å, and all r(HH) > 2 Å,

H2O + H if one r(OH) > 3 Å and the other two r(OH)

< 3 Å,

OH + H2 if two r(OH) > 3 Å, the other one r(OH)

< 2 Å, and one r(HH) < 2 Å,

O + H2 + H if all r(OH) > 3 Å and one r(HH) < 2 Å.

(6)

The initial conditions for atomic positions and velocities
are determined by the quasiclassical trajectory sampling [26]
where zero-point vibrational energies are assigned, with ran-
dom phases, to the respective normal modes of vibration of
HD2O+ in the electronic ground state. The sum of zero-
point vibrational energy was evaluated as 18.0 kcal/mol at the
MCSCF level. Then, the molecule is placed on the adiabatic
5 2A PES of neutral HD2O, and the electronic amplitudes at
t = 0 were set as,

c1A = c2A = c3A = c4A = 0, c5A = 1. (7)

It is noted that the HD2O+ ground state and the 5 2 A Rydberg
state are accidentally degenerate with each other at the equi-
librium point of HD2O+ at the RS2C level, as shown in Fig. 1.
Then, the initial conditions described above correspond to the
situation that HD2O+ makes transitions to the 5 2A Rydberg
state of HD2O without any increase or decrease of the energy
on capturing an electron. These conditions correspond to
the experimental ones [19]. First we generated 99 different
atomic coordinates and velocities by the quasiclassical tra-
jectory sampling, and found that the SA-MCSCF energy of
the 5 2A state is too high in five initial molecular configura-
tions. Thus, we carried out molecular dynamics simulations
for the remaining 94 initial conditions.

In the ab initio molecular dynamics simulations with the
SA-MCSCF method, we sometimes encounter a convergence
problem in MCSCF calculations. This is partly because the
SA-MCSCF wavefunction depends on the number of aver-
aged states. The character of low-lying electronic states can
change in different regions of the configurational space, indi-
cating the difficulty to determine the constant number of
averaged states. In the present simulations, the sixth elec-
tronic state in the external space often comes close to the
fifth electronic state in the averaged states, invoking the con-
vergence problem in SA-MCSCF calculations. When this
situation occurs, we attempt to converge the SA-MCSCF
calculation by applying several different orbital sets as ini-
tial guess; if these attempts failed, we increased the number of
the averaged states to six temporarily, and continued the sim-
ulation until 5 2A and 6 2A states were separated sufficiently
with each other; then, setting the number of averaged states
to five again, we continued the simulation. If we encounter
this situation while the molecule stays on the other states,
1 2A − 4 2A, we decreased the number of averaged states
one by one to continue the trajectory simulations. Even if
such a convergence problem does not occur, we reduced the
number of averaged states from 5 to 3 and eliminated two
outer Rydberg orbitals from the active space after the mol-
ecule transits to the 3 2A state, to reduce the computational
costs. At these points, the potential energy shows a slightly
discontinuous change due to the change of the SA-MCSCF
wavefunctions described above. The energy corresponding
to the change in potential energy is added to (or subtracted
from) the total energy which should be conserved along the
trajectory.

4 Results and discussion

As is described in the previous section, 94 trajectories have
been run on the 5 2A electronic state of H3O neutral species
with the possibility of nonadiabatic transitions to different
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Fig. 2 Variation of a the
adiabatic potential energies,
b the norm of the respective
electronic amplitudes, c the
inner product of the atomic
velocity and nonadiabatic
coupling vector, and d the O–H
and O–D interatomic distances,
along the trajectory
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electronic states, starting from the zero-point-vibrational
energy region of the electronic ground state of H3O+. The
surface hopping scheme was taken into account by the
Tully’s fewest switches algorithm [8]. Figure 2 shows exam-
ples of variations of (a) the adiabatic potential energies, (b)
the norm of the respective electronic amplitudes, (c) the inner
product of the atomic velocity and the nonadiabatic coupling
vector, and (d) the O – H (or O – D) interatomic distances
in HD2O along the trajectory. This trajectory leads to the
products, OD + H + D, where H atom leaves from O atom
by 3.0 Å at t = 41.2 fs and one D atom (denoted as D(1))

leaves at t = 49.4 fs as shown in Fig. 2d. The surface hop-
ping occurs at t = 19.2 fs (5 2A → 4 2A), t = 19.3 fs
(4 2A → 3 2A), t = 29.0 fs (3 2A → 2 2A), and t = 48.2
fs (2 2A → 12A), which are denoted by dashed lines in
Fig. 2a. After hopping to 32A state, the number of averaged
states was reduced from 5 to 3 and the active space was
reduced by eliminating two Rydberg orbitals as described
above, so the adiabatic energies of 1 2A and 2 2A states are
not continuous at this point. The discontinuous point in adi-
abatic potential energies was also observed at t = 31.3 fs
where the character of 32A state changes. When the sur-
face hopping occurs, two adiabatic states come close to each
other in energy as shown in Fig. 2a, the electronic amplitude
changes drastically as shown in Fig. 2b, and the inner prod-
uct of the atomic velocity and nonadiabatic coupling vector
becomes large as shown in Fig. 2c. Therefore, the surface

hopping is invoked around the nonadiabatic region, although
the Tully’s fewest switches algorithm permits the molecule to
make transitions between adiabatic states at any region in the
configurational space. As shown in Fig. 2a, the 1 2A, 2 2A,
and 3 2A states become degenerate in the final stage. This is
a common feature in energy profiles for trajectories leading
to OD + D + H or OH + 2D, which can be related to different
spin couplings in the dissociation limit [10].

Figure 3 shows distributions of (a) the time when OH (or
OD) bond cleaves and (b) the time when surface hopping
occurs. In Fig. 3a, H(1) and H(2) denote the first and second
H (or D) atoms leaving from the molecular system, respec-
tively. The peak time for the first leaving H atom is about 25
– 30 fs, while the peak time for the second leaving H atom is
about 30 – 35 fs. Each peak time is later than the correspond-
ing leaving time of H(1) or H(2) in H3O+ + e− by ca. 5 fs
[10]. It is also interesting to note that the first leaving frag-
ment is H atom in 29 trajectories while D atom leaves first in
25 trajectories. These numbers indicate that H atom is more
favored to be released than D atom. As shown in Fig. 3b,
the first transition from 5 2A to 4 2A was invoked at early
stage (∼10 fs), and the following transitions to the ground
state have completed at around t = 45 fs in most cases. The
dissociation into D2O+H, HDO+D, or O+D2 +H occurs
on the ground state, while the dissociation into OD + D + H
or OH + 2D occurs on one of the triply-degenerate states. In
the latter case, the upward surface-hopping was observed in
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Fig. 3 Distributions of a the lifetime of the trajectory until bond disso-
ciations occur and b the time step when surface hopping in the descend-
ing way occurs. In part (a), H(1) and H(2) indicate the first and second
hydrogen or deuterium atoms departing from oxygen atom

some trajectories, i.e., 2 2A → 3 2A in five trajectories, and
1 2A → 2 2A in nine trajectories.

To examine the motions of dissociated fragments, we car-
ried out energy partition analyses in which the total energy
is divided into translational, rotational, and vibrational ener-
gies of the respective fragments. Here the OD vibrational
energy was estimated from the O–D vibrational amplitude,
based on the SA-MCSCF potential energy curve of OD.
The excess energy of the initial H3O system is evaluated as
172 kcal/mol relative to the dissociation limit of H2O+H, and
as 66 kcal/mol relative to the dissociation limit of OH + 2H
at the MCSCF level, which are distributed to the energies of
the respective fragments in the dissociation limit. It is noted
that these numbers are reduced to 155 and 42 kcal/mol for
H2O + H and OH + 2H, respectively, at the RS2C level.

In the present simulations, the dominant products are OD+
D + H which were generated in 34 trajectories. This result
agrees with tendency in the experimental branching ratio
given in Eq. (2). In these trajectories, most of the energy was

distributed to the OD vibrational energy and translational
energy of H and D atoms. The translational energy is varied
in a range of 0–50 kcal/mol (the peak is 10–15 kcal/mol) for
H atom and 0–65 kcal/mol (the peak is 45–50 kcal/mol) for D
atom, and thus, D atom has much more translational energy
than H atom. In the previous simulation for H3O+, the peak
is 20–25 kcal/mol for dissociated H atoms [10]. In OD mole-
cules, the translational energy is 3–7 kcal/mol, which is larger
than that of OH produced in the simulation for H3O+ (less
than 4 kcal/mol). The rotational energy is less than 1 kcal/mol
in both OD and OH. The OD vibration energy varies in the
range of 0–50 kcal/mol (the peak is 5–10 kcal/mol), which is
lower than that of OH [10]. It is noted that the OD binding
energy was calculated as ca. 80 kcal/mol at the SA-MCSCF
level, so the succeeding dissociation will not occur.

There were 6 trajectories leading to OH + 2D in which
most of the energy was distributed to the OH vibrational
energy and the translational energy of D atoms. The trans-
lational energies of D atoms vary in a range of 10–40 and
0–30 kcal/mol for the first and second dissociating D atoms,
respectively. In OH molecule, the translational and rotational
energies are both less than 10 kcal/mol. The OH vibrational
energy varies in the range of 5–60 kcal/mol and so the disso-
ciation to O + H will not occur.

There were 10 trajectories that lead to the products, HDO+
D, in which the translational energies are estimated in the
range of 23–73 kcal/mol (21–66 kcal/mol for D and
2–7 kcal/mol for HDO). Those numbers are similar to those
of H2O + H in the simulation for H3O (9–81 kcal/mol) [10].
The remaining energies, 99–149 kcal/mol, should be attrib-
uted to the rotational and vibrational modes of HDO. The
energy of HDO relative to that of OD + H(orOH + D) is
evaluated as 106 kcal/mol at the MCSCF level. Thus, the
H2O molecule having more than 106 kcal/mol as the inter-
nal energy can possibly dissociate into OD + H(orOH +
D) if the energy comes together to one OH (or OD) bond.
Since HDO has a sufficient energy in seven of ten trajec-
tories leading to HDO + H, it can further dissociate into
OD + D + H or OH + 2D. There were 3 trajectories that
lead to the product, D2O + H, in which the translational
energies were estimated in the range of 21–30 kcal/mol (20–
28 kcal/mol for H and 1 kcal/mol for D2O). The remaining
energies, 142–151 kcal/mol, should be assigned to the rota-
tional and vibrational modes of D2O. The transitional energy
is lower than that for HDO + D.

There is one trajectory leading to the products, O + D2 +
H, in which H atom attempts to leave after the transition to
22A at t = 28.5 fs, and then two D atoms start escaping
from O atom and bind together to become D2. The first H
atom leaves from O atom by 3.0 Å at t = 39.9 fs, while
two D atoms leave by 3.0 Å almost simultaneously at t =
51.5–55.2 fs. The vibrational energy for leaving D2 was cal-
culated as ca. 27.5 kcal/mol. It is noted that the branching
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ratio for O + D2 + H is zero in the experimental study as
shown in Eq. (2).

Finally we show comparison of the branching ratios of
dissociated fragments between theoretical ones obtained in
the present simulation and experimental ones [19]. Among 94
trajectories, H3O keeps its all OH bonds throughout (no bond
cleavage) in 40 trajectories, while some bond dissociations
occur during 100 fs in 54 trajectories. Among 54 trajecto-
ries, HD2O dissociates into OD + D + H in 34 trajectories,
into D2O + H in 3 trajectories, into OH + 2D in 6 trajectory,
into HDO + D in 10 trajectory, and into O + D2 + H in one
trajectory, while OD + HD, OH + D2, and O + HD + D
are not produced. The branching ratios are as follows:

HD2O++e− →

⎧
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

Experiment Calculation
OD + D + H (0.42) (0.63)

D2O + H (0.15) (0.06)

OH + 2D (0.13) (0.11)

HDO + D (0.13) (0.18)

OD + HD (0.13) (0.00)

OH + D2 (0.03) (0.00)

O + HD + D (0.01) (0.00)

O + D2 + H (0.00) (0.02)

(8)

Of course the number of trajectories is very small in the pres-
ent simulations, but the tendency of branching ratios can be
discussed. As shown here, the qualitative agreement between
theory and experiment has been obtained. The rate of D2O +
H is smaller while the rate for HDO + D is slightly larger than
the corresponding experimental rate. This may be caused
by the difference in kinetic energy of dissociating fragments
between H and D atoms. As discussed above, the dissociating
D atoms tend to have more kinetic energy than the dissociat-
ing H atoms, and so the remaining energy in HDO is smaller
than that in D2O. The large excess energy in D2O might
have caused a further dissociation to OD + D. It is noted
that the relative energy of H2O + H is estimated to be too
low at the SA-CASSCF level as shown in Fig. 1. As another
point, the difference in the relative ratio of OD + D + H
and OH + 2D indicates that the isotope effect is essentially
important in this DR reaction: H atom is favored to dissociate
than D atom. This result supports the interstellar observation
that the relative ratio of abundances of deuterated species to
that of non-deuterated species is much larger than the ratio
of D atom to H atom.

5 Concluding remarks

Ab initio molecular dynamics simulations have been carried
out for the DR reaction, HD2O+ + e−, at the SA-MCSCF
level. The purposes are (1) an investigation of the tendency in

the branching ratio of the dissociative products, (2) an exami-
nation of isotope effects in the DR reactions by comparing the
results of similar simulations for H3O+ +e−, and (3) getting
insight to the dynamical processes of multi-state reactions
with nonadiabatic transitions. The surface hopping mecha-
nism was taken into account by the Tully’s fewest switches
algorithm, which permits nonadiabatic transitions between
adiabatic states at any region in the configurational space.
In the simulations two Rydberg states of HD2O have been
included, which play a significant role in the indirect mecha-
nism. It is verified that MCSCF and RS2C methods give the
qualitatively similar energy diagram, although the MCSCF
energies of the dissociative products were higher by 12–
26 kcal/mol than the RS2C energies. We have run 94 trajec-
tories with the initial conditions that zero-point vibrational
energies are given to the respective normal vibrational modes
of HD2O+ with random phases, and the molecule is put on the
second Rydberg state of HD2O. In the present simulations,
the surface hopping was observed in the relatively early stage
less than 30 fs in most cases. The rate of exothermic products
is small compared to the experimental ones, but the tendency
in the branching ratio is roughly reproduced. It is shown that
the leaving D atoms tend to have more kinetic energy than
the leaving H atoms, and that H atoms are favored to release
than D atoms. Such isotope effects in the DR reactions should
be a significant factor to determine the relative ratio of abun-
dances of deuterated species to that of non-deuterated species
in the interstellar space.

Acknowledgements This paper is dedicated to Professor Mark S.
Gordon in celebration of his 65th birthday. The present work was sup-
ported in part by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research from Ministry
of Education, Science and Culture, and was supported in part by Asian
Office of Aerospace Research and Development (AOARD). Present
simulations were carried out by an allocation of computing resources
of SGI2800 from the Institute of Statistical Mathematics in Tokyo.

References

1. Schmidt MW, Baldridge KK, Boatz JA, Elbert ST, Gordon MS,
Jensen JH, Koseki S, Matsunaga N, Nguyen KA, Su SJ, Windus
TL, Dupuis M, Montgomery JA (1993) J Comput Chem 14: 1347–
1363

2. Taketsugu T, Gordon MS (1995) J Phys Chem 99: 8462–8471
3. Taketsugu T, Gordon MS (1995) J Phys Chem 99: 14597–14604
4. Gordon MS, Chaban G, Taketsugu T (1996) J Phys Chem 100:

11512–11525
5. Taketsugu T, Yanai T, Hirao K, Gordon MS (1998) J Mol Struc

(THEOCHEM) 451: 163–177
6. Taketsugu T, Gordon MS (1995) J Chem Phys 103: 10042–10049
7. Taketsugu T, Gordon MS (1995) J Chem Phys 104: 2834–2840
8. Tully JC (1990) J Chem Phys 93: 1061–1071
9. Taketsugu T, Tajima A, Ishii K, Hirano T (2004) Astrophys J 608:

323–329
10. Kayanuma M, Taketsugu T, Ishii K (2005) Chem Phys Lett 418:

511–518
11. Smith D (1992) Chem Rev 92: 1473–1485

123



198 Theor Chem Account (2008) 120:191–198

12. Sternberg A, Dalgarno A (1995) Astrophys J Suppl 99: 565–607
13. Herbst E, Lee H-H (1997) Astrophys J 485: 689–696
14. Van Dishoeck EF (1990) In: Hartquist TW (ed) Molecular astro-

physics. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, pp 55
15. Miller TJ (1990) In: Hartquist TW (ed) Molecular astrophysics.

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, pp 115
16. Bates DR (1990) In: Hartquist TW (ed) Molecular astrophysics.

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, pp 211
17. Neufeld DA, Lepp S, Melnick GJ (1995) Astrophys J Suppl 100:

132–147
18. Vejby-Christensen L, Andersen LH, Heber O, Kella D, Pedersen

HB, Schmit HT, Zajfman D (1997) Astrophys J 483: 531–540
19. Jensen MJ, Bilodeau RC, Safvan CP, Seiersen K, Andersen LH,

Pedersen HB, Heber O (2000) Astrophys J 543: 764–774
20. Turner BE, Zuckerman B (1978) Astrophys J 225: L75–L79

21. Dalgarno A, Lepp D (1984) Astrophys J 287: L47–L50
22. Celani P, Werner H-J (2000) J Chem Phys 112: 5546–5557
23. Amos RD, Bernhardsson A, Berning A, Celani P, Cooper DL,

Deegan MJO, Dobbyn AJ, Eckert F, Hampel C, Hetzer G,
Knowles PJ, Korona T, Lindh R, Lloyd AW, McNicholas SJ, Man-
by FR, Meyer W, Mura ME, Nicklass A, Palmieri P, Pitzer R,
Rauhut G, Schutz M, Schumann U, Stoll H, Stone AJ, Tarroni R,
Thorsteinsson T, Werner H-J (2002) MOLPRO, a package of ab ini-
tio programs designed by Werner H-J, Knowles PJ, version 2002.1

24. Dunning TH Jr, Hay PJ (1977) In: Schaefer HF III (ed) Methods
of electronic structure theory, vol 2. Plenum Press, New York

25. Gellene GI, Porter RF (1984) J Chem Phys 81: 5570–5576
26. Peslherbe GH, Wang H, Hase WL (1999) In: Ferguson DM,

Siepman JI, Truhlar DG (eds) Advances in Chemical Physics, vol.
105. Wiley, New York, pp 171–201

123


	An ab initio molecular dynamics study on the dissociativerecombination reaction of HD2O+ + e-
	Abstract 
	Introduction
	Energy diagram for DR reaction: H3O+ +e-
	Ab initio molecular dynamics simulations
	Results and discussion
	Concluding remarks
	Acknowledgements
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


